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CHAPTER TWO 
USING WINDOWS XP 
 

Looking at Operating Systems 

An operating system or environment is a collection of programs designed to control the computer’s 

interaction and communication with the user, performing two important functions on the computer: 

• managing the input devices, output devices, and storage devices 

• managing the files stored on the computer and recognizes the file types to complete tasks. 

Every computer requires an operating system to function. A computer must load the operating system 

into memory before it can load any application program. 

Examples of operating systems include DOS, Windows, Unix, Linux, and the Apple Operating System. 

 

DOS 

Stands for Disk Operating System 

Difficult to use due to the display and having to type in commands to perform a task 
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Microsoft Windows 

operating system for PCs, using a WYSIWYG (“What You See Is What You Get”) screen display. 

uses a Graphical User Interface (GUI) where you use a mouse or other devices to point and select 

functions. 

 

Mac OS 

designed for the Apple Macintosh computers 

provides a graphics interface that makes working on the computer much easier and faster 

 

UNIX 

• designed with flexibility in mind and used one of the more popular programming languages readily 

available on most computers 

• main drawback is that it is based on one-line commands controlling the functions 

• very popular with universities and scientific or research organizations 

 

Linux 

• based on Unix and provides more of a graphics user interface. 

• readily available and very popular for use with high-end servers, and entrepreneurial software 

developers. 
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